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Sometimes you don’t realize what an impact that an event or an experience can have on your life while it is happening, but it is something that you grasp when you look back on it later and can see that you have been forever changed because of it. For me, being a summer camp counselor with LRCC was one of those experiences. 

Outdoor Ministry has always been close to my heart. For the first several years of my life my Dad was the Director of Mt. Cross Lutheran Church in Northern California, so I practically grew up at camp and got to experience many childhood ‘firsts’ there. A few years later, when I was about 9 years old, I started coming to El Camino Pines for a week in the summer as a camper. Going to camp always provided me with somewhat of an escape from reality-an opportunity to look around at all of the beauty of creation and remember what is really important. This is why I felt called to spend my summer working in this setting. I was thrilled to be able to give other youth the same opportunities and feelings that I had over the years. 

Being a camp counselor was one of the most fun and spiritually filling experiences I have ever had. For weeks after the summer had officially ended I would still be telling my friends stories about the crazy hikes that I had gone on, the brilliant or silly things that campers had said, and the friends that I had made. To be honest, I think many of my friends got sick of me talking about it-but that is just how excited I was! The summer wasn’t always easy. In fact, it would probably be safe to say that it was hardly ever easy. However, just when I would start to get tired or run-down I would have a camper come thank me for helping comfort them when they were homesick, or I would see them get really excited about a bible study I had spent hours planning. It was moments like these that really reminded me just why I was there.

I am the kind of person that gets fulfillment out of being able to share things with others, especially those who look up to me. Over the summer I was really able to see how my work was positively affecting the spiritual lives of kids, even if I was able to give them nothing more than a fun week. Being a part of such a supporting environment while telling kids about God gave me a wakeup call about what is important to me and where I should be spiritually. Now I feel like I have stronger confidence in my faith than I did before, and I know that I am still learning and growing. I like to wake up knowing that every day is a new opportunity to grow stronger in my relationship with God. So, even though I might not have realized it at the time, not only has camp changed my life for good, it has changed my life for the better!

-Katie Stevenson

I am from Simi Valley, CA and have worked for LRCC for two summers now. I just started my first year at California Lutheran University where I am getting involved in the Lord of Life Student Congregation, Choir, and several other clubs on campus.

