Words: 362

Blue = don’t use if you don’t have room. Only use the black if need be.  

Red = quote 


My name is David Hawkins. I have just begun my junior year at East Tennessee State University in Johnson City, Tennessee. I’m currently a child psychology major.

This summer I had the incredible privilege to work for Lutheran Retreats, Camps, and Conferences in Southern California. This summer changed my life.

I feel as though that's a bold statement. But, after all I had a bold summer. I never had the camp experience as a child. The closest Lutheran camp is about eight hours from my home outside of Nashville and my youth group was too small to ever get a group together to drive over the mountains in North Carolina. Ever since I was a teenager I felt God calling me to use my talents and strengths for outdoor ministry.

Camp is a place where I needed love and grace and acceptance. I found these things and so much more than I ever could have imagined. My only regret is that I hadn’t made an effort to get involved in a camp somewhere before. But quite honestly, I’m glad I waited and I’m glad I waited for LRCC.


Last summer was about relationships. Relationships with campers, with counselors, with other staff members; all of these were possible through our relationships with God. I learned so much about working with others, some of whom had similar leadership styles and others who couldn’t have had styles more different from my own. Through these blessings and challenges I learned that it was would all be okay, because we were all there to serve the same God. Being a part of such a Spirit-driven team was absolutely fantastic and I am blessed beyond belief. LRCC is a unique group of people who have powerfully decided to accept God’s call. I am blessed to have been invited and welcomed into such a family.

So to the LRCC staff and campers I say thank you. Thank you for giving me a place, a forest, and occasionally a real campfire to worship and praise. Thank you for helping me to “haul my cookies” out West and for enabling to be able to call camp home.
With love,

David Hawkins 
