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I have been going to El Camino Pines every year of my entire life for Family Camp every Memorial Day Weekend. I am now attending California Lutheran University and in my sophomore year.  I decided to work last summer at camp because I love camp and my faith. When I drove up to Yolijiwa for staff training last June, I was scared and did not want to even get out of my car. I sat for a few minutes and just wondered why am I here? And then I reminded myself to have faith and just open the door. When I opened my door, my camp faith journey began. 

One step at a time, one prayer at a time, one person at a time, and the summer began and ended. Staff training was the most amazing experience of my entire life. When you put sixty or so college age students in the same place for two weeks several things happen: drama, relationships, friendships, emotional breakdowns, but most of all a complete support system that goes well beyond camp. Young college students who have faith in God share a strong connection that I have never realized. Friendships grew at an alarming rate and I was completely shocked at how fast I fell in love with all the staff. 

When the campers arrived, it was beyond what I ever imagined. The first week my heart raced. I had so much energy and I was nervous because I really wanted each camper to have a Christian, life-changing experience.  Parents were entrusting me with their most precious gifts from God--their children. I slowly came into my own through the week and began to grow in confidence. Who would have ever thought that at beach camp I would be able to feel confident when dealing with campers almost the same age as myself? I felt strong and confidant like I could take on the whole world, if God was with me. 

Even through I had hard challenges as a camp counselor and felt pretty stressed sometimes, camp was really worth it.  Even though I missed everything at home and I cried for everything in life, I knew that God was with me and wanted me there to share my faith with the campers and the camp counselors. Being a camp counselor at LRCC is amazing and every college student should experience the growth of faith that comes with the camp counselor experience. 

Now back at California Lutheran University, I understand why people return to camp. While in training to become a Peer Advisor at CLU (a mentor to the incoming class) I had a realization. I missed camp. I missed the staff. I missed the campers. I missed the organized chaos. And, I missed the closeness to God that you feel while talking about your faith at camp. But then something cheered me up. A friend from camp talked to me and told me that he was feeling the same thing. If God was with me, I knew I could handle all that college had to offer.  And my heart fell in love with camp all over again. 

