Camp Sunday 

Worship Ideas

We suggest that you add these pieces to your regular Sunday bulletin, inserting them where appropriate. Please feel free to edit as needed to suit your worship. 

Call to Worship 
Leader:  We thank God for what God has done for us.

People:  We praise God for who God is.

Leader:  We are encouraged to ask, seek, knock and seek all things from God through prayer.

People:  God wants us to be persistent in prayer.

Leader:  Faith helps us to keep on praying.

People:  We respond in faith by listening to what God calls us to do.

Call to Worship
One:  God is everywhere.

All:  We are always in the presence of God.

One:  In our drive to work or walks in the woods.

All:  In simple conversation or quiet rest.

One:  In new schemes and old daydreams.

All:  When we gather to eat or stand to sing.

One:  God is everywhere.

All:  We are always in the presence of God.

Call to Worship
LEADER:  We will praise you, Lord, as we gather before you with varied thoughts and purposes.

PEOPLE:  Some of us are impatient, and we seek immediate results to our prayers.

LEADER:  Some of us are doubtful, and we seek further proof of your spiritual power.

PEOPLE:  Some of us are too busy, and we fail to take time to listen for you to speak to us.

LEADER:  Some of us are disobedient, and we fail to follow in the way of discipleship.

ALL:  With all of our varied backgrounds, we come into your presence; unite us in our worship and in a common sense of devotion to you.

LEADER: Let us worship God.

Call to Worship
Leader:  In the midst of our lives
People:  We know you are with us O, God.
Leader:  In the midst of laughter and fun, joys and celebrations
People:  We know you are with us O, God.
Leader:  In the times of sadness and tears, grief and struggle
People:  We know you are with us O, God.
Leader:  At home, at worship, at camp, at work, among family and friends
People:  We know you are with us, O God. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

Call to Worship

Leader:  Come and See, Come and See.
People:  We come to see for ourselves who this Jesus person is.
Leader:  Come and See, Come and See.
People:  We come with open hearts to experience Jesus
Leader:  Come and See, Come and See. 
People:  We come to follow Jesus
Leader:  Come and See, Come and See.
People:  We come to deepen our relationship with God.
Leader:  Come and See, Come and See.
People:  Yes, Lord we come to follow you!

Opening Prayer
Welcoming God, we praise you for all you are, all you have made, and all you give to us.   We welcome you into this place, into our hearts, and into this worship. (Hands lifted up to heaven). Teach us to welcome one another, under God's roof.  Amen. 
Prayer
 Lord, we lift up our local Lutheran Summer Camps today.  We ask that you help the coming weeks of camp this summer to be a place of spiritual renewal and refreshment for many children and adults.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Song Suggestions 
· I Love you, Lord 
· They will know we are Christians by our love 
· Awesome God 
· Sanctuary 
· One Bread, One Body 
· Here I am, Lord 
· Pass It On 
Litany 
L:   We thank the Lord for the people gathered around us today.  Let us all take this time to give thanks for the many things of the earth that give us joy and the means of life.

C:   We thank the Lord for the plants, animals, birds, clean air, and all the resources of the world that we use for food, medicine, clothing and shelter. 

L:   In a land full of mountains and creeks, stars and wind, lakes, rocks and squirrels, we gather to praise the Lord. We are truly blessed with all that God has created for our good pleasure.

C:   We are God’s people, created by God’s loving hands, splashed with the grace of our baptismal waters, and filled with the wind of the Holy Spirit,

L:   The Creator’s promise takes us through all the seasons, and surprises us with grace hidden among everyday life.

C:   God’s grace renews us this day and fills us with forgiveness and new life.

L:   We celebrate the ministry of God’s grace which fills all of our senses.  God shows us the path of life, and in God’s presence there is fullness of joy.

C:   Lord, fill us this day with a sense of your presence, a greater appreciation for creation, and a joy that only comes in truly knowing you. Through your Son, Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Litany 
Leader:  Creator God, we pray this morning for our Lutheran summer camps and retreat centers in Southern California.  
People:  El Camino Pines, Yolijwa , Beach Camp and Day Camp
Leader:  We pray for all of the directors, staff, and volunteers who work to make your love evident in our camping ministries.
People:  May you give them guidance, insight and wisdom as they plan for camp this year.
Leader:  We pray for all those who will come and see you through one of these camps.
People:  May they know your love and grace for each of them
Leader:  For the children who will experience your creation this summer,
People:  For the campers who will experience love and acceptance,
Leader:  For the adults who will have their faith journey strengthened,
People:  For the youth who will come to know you more deeply,
Leader:  For all the friendships that will be made and strengthened
People:  For all who will serve and will offer others Christ.
Leader:  We give you thanks, O God.
People:  May your blessing be on our camping ministries in the coming weeks of summer camp and may you receive the glory. 

Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God, Creator of beauty, source of every breath, foundation of every movement.

God leads us beside still waters, makes us lie down in green splendor and lets nature heal and restore us.  We believe in Jesus, the risen Christ, who loved the least, the last and the lost. Christ loves us, calls us by name and cleanses us from our sins.  We believe in the Spirit, who gathers us into a rainbow-colored community, gives us a song to sing and prepares a feast for us all.  We live as God's people, filled with everlasting hope and showered with blessing.

Affirmation of Faith
We experience God as good and loving, believing that the Holy One continues to create the cosmos and to invite us to be co-creators.  We experience the teachings of Jesus as foundational for civilization and for our personal living.  We experience the Holy Spirit as the catalyst for thinking outside worn boxes; empowering our action in behalf of fairness, peacefulness and collaboration; strengthening us for each day’s tasks.  Together, we encourage one another to continue the journey to Holy Mystery, to explore new symbols, new rituals and fresh interpretations of divine actions.  Together, we enjoy human and divine interactions.  Hallelujah!

Offertory Prayer

Loving God, we place our offerings in these plates, we place our faith in you, we place our confidence in the Spirit's power, and we place our hope in the ongoing work of Christ's church. Use these gifts to expand your justice throughout the world. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Sermon Ideas 
"A place to meet Jesus": a sermon starter based on John 1: 35-42 (see other attachment for this resource) 
