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“We would love for you to be one of our staff in training program directors, Kelly,” Anthony Briggs told me last December.  After prayerfully considering this job option, I accepted, soon to be accompanied by Sean, a counselor I worked with two summers before.  I did not know Sean too well, but once camp started, and we began writing music together, song after song, through conversations and laughter, we quickly became friends, and greatly enjoyed working together.

In June, four interesting and gifted young men entered our camp community.  They were energetic and full of fresh ideas.  Through these young faces we saw the birth of a new camp generation.  The purpose of the staff in training program is to prepare sixteen and seventeen year old youth to become qualified future staff members.
This summer has been filled with fun and amazing memories.  We began our first two weeks at Camp Yolijwa, learning the ins and outs of camp, and participating in lifeguard training.  After two weeks into the program one of our SITs decided not to continue with the program.  As difficult as it was to see one of our numbers dwindle, it grew us closer together.
We continued our time at beach camp, than half of us proceeded to New Orleans for the ELCA National High School Youth Gathering.  The three of us that were there even got to hang out in Louisiana!  We returned to Yolijwa, and next will be heading to El Camino Pines where the SITs will be staying in the cabins and observing the counselors in action.  For the last week of teen camp they will be peer leaders and get to lead Bible studies, devotions, and activities alongside the counselors.  Kris, an athlete and guitarist from Camarillo, California explains, “At first I wasn’t sure if I wanted to do the program, but I’m glad I did it, because it’s been the best summer I’ve ever had.”
We have enjoyed trips for frozen yogurt, singing loudly on road trips, but have also been deeply touched by our personal faith stories.  Never have I seen such passion and eagerness to dive into the camp life.  Josh, from Madison, South Dakota is a highly likeable, joyful person.  He comments, “The SIT program is the greatest experience of my life.  I know I wouldn’t be able to have done half the things being in South Dakota.”

Through the four summers I have worked at camp, this has been one of my favorites.  God has inspired me through the creativity and joy in these young men.   John, a down to earth, gifted artist from Tempe, Arizona says, “It’s been an amazing summer, full of laughs, memories, and meeting lifelong friends.  The experience has soared passed all of my expectations.  My faith has grown so much in these short weeks.  I can’t wait till next summer.”  I look forward to seeing these three guys work at camp for many summers to come.
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