My summer as Staff in Training for LRCC was amazing. I made such great friends and grew a lot much as a person.  I came back home with a stronger faith and more confidence to lead in new situations.  I would never have thought that I would be comfortable leading a group of kids older than I was or that I would be playing guitar in front of the whole camp leading songs.

When I first arrived at Yolijwa, I was so nervous thinking "what have I gotten myself into?"  There were six other SIT’s who I was supposed to spend the entire summer with.  Within the first hour, the group of SIT’s had bonded together so well that we could tell it was going to be a great summer.  We couldn’t wait to see what Ian and Candice, our directors, had in store for us.  
The summer started at Yolijwa where we had our own Bible studies and discussions about how to be counselors.  Our next week was spent at beach camp in San Diego where we helped lead Bible studies, songs, games and spent the 4th of July watching fireworks on the beach.  The following week we went back to Yolijwa and were put in cabins with the campers for the first time.  This was an incredible experience because we saw first-hand what it takes to be a counselor.  The next two weeks were spent at El Camino Pines where we worked with amazing counselors helping with Bible studies, devotions and learning how to work with the campers.  The last week began at day camp at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Thousand Oaks and ended at Invitation to Service (ITS) at Cal Lutheran.  ITS gave us the chance to reflect on our summer and work as Jr. Counselors in addition to playing some intense games of dodge ball.
I’m so grateful for this opportunity and would love to work at camp again.
.-Beth Spadaro
