
After spending 6 weeks flying from camp to camp across California and learning exactly how to become the perfect camp counselor, I can’t imagine a better way to spend an entire summer other than as an SIT at Lutheran Camp Retreats. 

At first, I was skeptical about giving up most of my summer to work at camp instead of spending it with my friends and playing summer soccer for my high school. Working for an entire summer is a huge commitment, so I prayed long and hard before I decided I would give the program a shot. Even on the trip over to Camp Yolijwa I had second thoughts on whether I really wanted to do it. When I got to camp, I met my leaders Kelly and Sean along with the other three SIT’s Josh, Tyler, and John. Thankfully, we all clicked right away, and eventually we all became extremely close friends.

To start the summer we spent two weeks at Camp Yolijwa achieving our certification as lifeguards and in CPR and first Aid, while interacting with campers and leading songs and worships. I started to pick up guitar and by the end of the summer was able to play in front of everyone and lead songs at morning worship. I also got to spend two weeks at beach camps in San Clemente and San Diego where I learned about leading bible studies, which at beach camps are held around the city and of course on the beach. The last two weeks were at my favorite camp El Camino Pines. There, I was put into a cabin with the same role as a counselor and lead everything from bible studies to devotions. Since the weekends in the summer were free, the SIT’s did everything from Disneyland to Hurricane Harbor to fireworks in Pasadena to just hanging out in a cabin and watching movies.

I wish I could show you everything I experienced over the summer to be able to convince you to become an SIT if you want to. If you do decide to become an SIT, I must warn you that you will be pushed hard to grow in many different ways. Because I was an SIT, I have grown strongly in my faith and I now better understand what my faith story is. I am now a better public speaker, leader, guitar player, and lifeguard, all of which I would have missed out on if I didn’t take this opportunity. I made a ton of good friends and a few close friends I feel like I will keep for a long time. If you are looking for an opportunity to grow in your faith for your church, your youth group, and yourself while having the most action-packed summer of your life, you have found it. Become an SIT and you will be glad you did, I know I am. 

